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would be the Sierra Madre and the Rockies, with resources not pos-
sessed by any other state of the Union, and a population the most
enterprising and energetic in the country.13
There were loud mutterings of other confederacies. In the Middle
West Vallandigham of Ohio proclaimed that though once he had
possessed an "intense nationality" he was now a western man. "We of
the great valley of the Mississippi are perpetually ignored." The indi-
viduality of the West was "sunk in the North." He was therefore a
western sectionalist. He for one would not follow the Republicans in
doing the bidding of Seward and the New Englanders. Men like Chase
and Sherman were submitting to an "unmanly vassalage to the North."
Vallandigham and those of his thinking would not join the East "in
internecine war upon the South." This was a war for political domina-
tion. The East wished to dominate the nation. But the West was not
an eastern province. There could be a western confederacy. The East
was following a policy which would send California and Oregon to the
Pacific, compel the South into a southern confederacy and force the
West into a western confederacy.14
Mason of Virginia was apprehensive that "we are realizing Demo-
cratic proclivities . . ." The Constitution had guaranteed "a republican
form of government, and that is as much an exclusion of a democracy
as it is of a monarchy." We now "distribute alms amongst the people
to buy their votes."15 Singleton of Mississippi prophetically reminded
the House that Jefferson Davis "still lives, to lead, it may be, a southern
army in defense of her rights."18
The split at Baltimore had given the foes of the Democracy great
hope. The enemies of the South were jubiliant. They saw the doom of
her slave power. Those ardent for freedom almost heard the shackles
fall from the bondmen and the accompanying chorus of exultant ho-
sannas and hallelujahs for this day of jubilee. But against such odds the
Democrats were going to make another fight, a fight to throw the
.election into Congress, where, thanks to their hold on the Senate, they
still might win. They were desperate.